electronics on-line 


datasheets 


component documentation... 


Designing electronic circuits 
almost invariably calls for 
extensive descriptions of the 
operation and typical appli- 
cation of the more complex 
components in your design. 
Although a fair amount of 
documentation may be 
found in databooks and CD- 
ROMs (like Elektor’s 
Datasheet Collection Vol. 1 
and 2), the Internetis also a 
vast resource when it comes 
to finding datasheets. 


These days, many manufacturers of 
electronic components use Internet 
sites to offer vast amounts of data on 
their products. This service is usually 
free of charge and available to anyone. 
Most datasheets are available in the so- 
called PDF format which can be read 
and printed by the popular Acrobat 
Reader from Adobe. This reader pro- 
gram is free of charge, and may be 
downloaded from www.adobe.com/sup- 
portservice/custsu pport/download.html 
Often, the main problem is to locate 
the datasheet of a particular compo- 
nent. The good news is that special 
search engines are available to help 
you find what you want. Partminer is 
a good example, it may be found at 
www.partminer.com/partminer/index.html. 
Using ahelper program (which may be 
downloaded free of charge), you can 
start looking for type numbers and 
descriptions. Partminer then makes the 
connections with the relevant manu- 
facturer sites, and starts looking there. 
You can report new manufacturers to 
Partminer for inclusion in the search 
overview. 

Another datasheet search engine is 
called WebStir. You may find it at 
webstir.infoquick.com/ig-homehtml. 

Like Partminer, this engine offers exten- 
sive information and search options 
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with many manufacturers. It is, how- 
ever, not a free service. None theless, it 
is Still of interest to the hobbyist because 
the program may be used on a 30-day 
trial basis, and up to 10 datasheets may 
be downloaded free of charge. 

There are also sites providing their 
own component databases or links for 
that purpose. An example is the Com- 
ponent Database Server of the Center 
for Electronic Design, Communications 
and Computing (CEDCC) at Penn 
State University, USA. Currently, this 
server holds mainly Motorola and Har- 
ris component datasheets. 
Component suppliers, too, are starting 
to offer datasheets by means of online 


guage web site of Conrad has been ‘on 
theair’ for sometime at 
www.conrad-electronic.com 

it does not (or not yet) offer the 
datasheet service available on the web 
site run by the mother company in 
Germany, at 

www.conrad.de/index/html 

Searching for a particular part is not 
easy, and the Conrad catalogue should 
be used alongside the information on 
web pages. 

Finally, there is Leeds-based Farnell at 
www.farnell.com/uk/index.html 

Their web site contains datasheets on 
no fewer than 1500 components, and is 
certainly worth a visit. 
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